
VIRGÌNIA LIVELY STEP TO THE MARCH OF PROGRESS
, HER PLANS FOR ANOTHER BIG YEAR'S WORK.

Forward March is the
Command,

PROGRESS FROM
SEA TO MOUNTAIN

b-mall Tobacco Markets Alone

Report Diminution of Business
Because Crops Arc Not Sold.

MANY NEW ENTERPRISES
HAVE BEEN PUT ON FOOT

The Cities Have Made Long-
Strides in the Direction of

Manufacturing, Norfolk and

Lynchburg Being Par¬
ticularly Fortunate in
Number of Enterprises.

(Special lo The Tlmcs-Dlspatoli.)
LYNCHBURG, VA-, Dec. 31..The past

year has been for Lynchburg, ono of

steady progress nnd suro prosperity. In

nil probability tho city bas never known

a season of moro certain growth. Prac-

tlcally, thero has not boon a single nsslgn-
Vment, and, so far ns known, thero Is not

a. Singlo store or business house In Lynch-
burg that is not now getting along nice¬

ly, while many of them are pushing ahead
.with remarkable success.

One of tho most gratifying phnses of

LynchbUrg's development is in tho man¬

ufacturo of shoes. As nn experiment, two

wholesale shoe houses a year or two ago

began tho manufacturo of shoes, erecting
for tho purposo two immenso factory
buildings. The oxporiment has gone far

enough' to show that they are going to

prove tremenduously successful, so much
so that It is now a foregone conclusion
that other factories of tho samo kind

will bo started here before many days. As

a shoe market. Lynchburg is going right
ahead, with every prospect of becoming
cne of the greatest shoe markets of the
country.
Lynchburg holds her own most satis¬

factorily as a tobacco market. The sale
of leaf In tho warehouses Is on an aver¬
age about the same that it has been for
c great ninny years. While tho absorption
by great corporations of tho smaller to¬
bacco factories has in the past twenty
years closed up a number of tobacco man¬

ufacturing establishments in the city, the
development of the leaf market ami the
location here of two immense plants have
perhaps fully counterbalanced the loss.
Ono of theso plunts Is tho cigar factory
oí the American Cigar Company, a brunch
ol the American Tobacco Company. j\t
first the company purchased the factory
of N. R. Bowman Si Co., one of the largest
buildings hero, but the increase of their
buslnes was such that recently they were

compelled to secure more space, and thôy
have leased the big factory building form¬
erly used by the Dental Snuff Company.
The other plant Is that of the Universal

Tobacco Company and the Common¬
wealth Tobacco Company. Thoy have se¬

cured one of the largest factory build¬
ings in the city and recently they rented
the building that was occupied by the
wholesale drug house of Payne, Seuv &
Anderson. Air. Robert J. Snead Is gene¬
ral manager of the plant. The factory is
fitted up with a most expensive and ela¬
borate assortment of machinery, and
Jugging by the hustle and hustle that Is
seen In every department, the enterprise
has before it a magnificent future.
Hancock Bros.· & Co., recenUy erected

a large addition ?? 'their factory. Do-
spite strenuous" competition and tho ef¬
fect of corporale combinations, this con¬

cern has moro than held its own, and il
is turning out brands of tobacco that
have a world wide reputai ion. Thero aro
other well-known tobacco plants here and
the-re Is uot ono of them that Is not pros¬
pering.
Lynchburg, however, does nut rely upon

any one branch of Industry for Its growth.
In addition to shoes and tobacco, it lias
several splendid manufactories where
great quantities of buggies and wagons
nnd vehicles of all kinds are turned out.
There is the Glamorgan Pipe and Foun¬

dry Company, nn enterprise Hint stands
In the front rank, and now It has a zeal¬
ous rival In the Lynchburg Foundry Com.
pany, which is under the management of
Mr. H. E. MeWane and which is win¬
ning many laurels. The Lynchburg Cot¬
ton Mill, tho Lynchbure Paper Box Com¬
pany, tho Lynchburg Hosiery Company,
several planing mills, the Itnndnlph-Ma-
con Woman's College, the Piedmont Hus-
lress College, the Virginia Christian Col-
¦lege, tho bark milla of John il. Ueald &
Co., eeveral barytes mills, several limn·
mills, the Stamford Dye Works, a score
or more- of wholesale grocery houses, sev¬
eral wholcsalo notion houses, wholesale
olothlng, wholesale hats and gloves,
wholesale liquor houses, Lynchburg Box
Faeton', the gas and electric plants Of
the Lynchburg Traction and Light Com¬
pany and many other enterprises are in
flourishing condition.
Taken altogether Lynchburg has < very

reason to feel gratified at thu record of
R03 and the city is fully Jusllfled in look¬
ing forward to 1901 with the uaauraueo
Of even. greater prosperity,

NORFOLK.

Virginia's Great Seaside City
Making Long Strides.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch >
NORFOLK, VA., Dee. ¡Jl.-Nowhero

tino Ir. the Kiate, perhaps, 1ms the devel¬
opment of the manufacturing possibili¬
ties of' any une section been bo nmrked
ns litrea-outr during the pari year.
The Ornamental Iron Works, of Chat-

What Shall We
Have for Dessert?
This question arises in tho family

every day. Let us answer it to-day, Try

a delicious and healthful dessert. Pre¬
pared io two minuten. No boiling j no

taking I add boiling water and set to
cool Flavors:·.Lemon, Orange, Rasp·
berry and Strawberry* Get a iiatkavi
»t your ¡¿rocero to-day. ío cts-

tninifigri, Telili., Is ono of tho big piatii«
that havo moved hero during the past
yea!'. In order lo nyali Itself nf the trims.
iHiiiullon facilities' of tho port,
The factory of this concern is located

on the Bell Uno Railway, which is nat¬

urally the center of the manufacturing
district. The. company flouted somo $;:<!.-
000 of its bonds in Portsmouth alone bo¬
foro making Its move, it Is doing ?

great business,
Tin· Steel KluiUer Works In Berkley Is

another of the large Industrie's to come
during the year just past. This pittiti is
now in operation and Is in a most
prosperous condition. Ha product Is chip,
ped nil over the United Slates and
alioard. j !

The groat lumber working plants of
Berkley and Portsmouth haveJIncreased
their facilillos during the your, as havo
the ship railway and repair plants, of
which thero are many hereabouts,
The rebuilding of tho entire plant tit

thu Seaboard Air Lino Railway's main
*»iops In Portsmouth has boon the crown¬
ing achievement In the Industrial world
and arc again In use, employing a larger
forco than ever before and equipped with
the most modern facilities for handling
almost any qunntlly of work.
The Merchants' and (Farmers' peanut

Company has croetod on Iho Belt Lino
Railway a great peanut cleaning plant,
the largest of tho kind in tho world. It

ships Its products Bast nnd West, and
Ilio export trudo is by no means Incon¬
siderable.
Immediately opposite this plant Is the

aite ;itist purchased by the F. B. Royster
Guano Company for the erection of a

great manufacturing plant for the con¬

version of tho valuable by-products of

Its many plants scattered throughout tho
Scuth into marketable shape.
Newport News and Portsmouth capital¬

ists are also moving to build a brewery.1
It Is anticipated thai their plants will
materialize early In the year.
Mr. John Tyler Dickson, a former resi-

dont of Norfolk, where ho was born
slxty-lhrco years ago, died In New York
on tho 2(ith Instant. Ho was laid to
rest in Mount Hopo Cemetery, that city,
at noon to-day.
Mr. Dickson had many friends and nc-

cmalnlances In Portsmouth und Norfolk.
He was a brother of Mrs. Eugenia D,
Murdnugh, ol Portsmouth.

FREDERICKSBURG.
Municipality and People Have
Caught Spirit of Improvement.

(Special lo The Times-Dispatch.)
PREDERICKSBURG, VA., Dec. 31..

The year Just closing has been ono of tho
most prosperous In tho history ot this
city, NV. only has the city Itsolf made
substantial advancement In tho lino of
paveö streets and granolithic sidewalks,
but individuals have caught the spirit
nnd have improved their premises. Es¬

pecially is this noticeable In stores of
the principal branches of trade, owned

by tho leading merchants. These Im¬

provements havo boon so pronounced
that Prederlcksburg now compares fa¬
vorably In its equipment mid conve¬

niences with oilier eitles twlco and three
limes its size.
Among tho city's advantages ars Its

geographical situation at the head of
tidewater, with water transportation to

Chesapeake Bay and a Une of steamers
plying between tills city and Norfolk,
touching at all Intermediato points, with
two railroads, one Ilio great trunk line

connecting tho North and tho South,
known as the Washington-Southern, and
the other, the Potomac, Fredorlclisburg
and Piedmont, connecting with the
Southern and Chesapeake and Ohio Rail¬
roads at Orange. The city draws trade
from a large surrounding country, which
comes not only by steamboat and rail¬
roads, but by privato conveyances from
every direction.

It lias city water works, city electric
light plant, city gas works, city sewerage,
a splendid public school system and :i

first-class college, unsurpassed telephone
facilities, with the long distance connec¬

tion, owned by the Bell system, and tax¬
able values tiro Increasing each year.
Its manufacturing enterprises are sub¬
stantial and varied, Including a silk mill,
woolen mill, spoke works, wagon works,
pickle factories, canning factory, excel¬
sior mills, flour mills, tannery, sumac

and extract works, shirt factory, shoe

factory, foundries, ico factories and a

number of other smaller plants.
All of these manufacturing establish¬

ments have done well In 19l>3, and arc

now In a thrifty condition. Tho mer¬

chants did a larger volume of business
this year than ever before. Among tho
changos during the year has boon the
consolidation of the Morrison Spoko
Worin and the Lahdram Wagon Works
lato ono big, incorporated company, with
Increased capital, additional buildings
and largely improved facilities. Well
satisfied with the results of the year
11)0,1, ,1'Vredexicksburg looks forward lo

the New Year with high hopes for In¬
creased prosperity.

BRISTOL.

The Border City One of the Most
Progressive in Whole Slate.

(Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
BRISTOL, VA.-TENN., Dee.. 31..The

advantageous location of Bristol, Va.-
Tenu., wit'·, retoronco. to distribution, lias
brought It rapidly Into promiiwnco within
the past few years as both a commercial

j and Industrial center. The rapid (level-
opmenta G? the coaV fields and at thn

j Iron' mines as well as In Die groat, for-
eats of timber, has opened to Bristol an

Inviting field, and the enterprising busi¬
ness men nnd manufacturers have not
lost the opportunity.
Within five years Ilio volume of luis!

noss has increased at least by l'ivo times.

I lirismi being tho headquarters of the
Virginia Iron, Coal and Coke Company,

! tho Virginia and Southwestern Railway
I Company, the South and Western Viali·
way Company, The Crane's Neat Coal
Company, and other Important com¬
panies, has had every udvanlaiio In the
Way of a stimulus to Industrial enter.

NOW industrial plants nnd new com¬
mercial houses have arisen, mid for at
least (|V0 years 11 has boon mi,·, contin¬
uous mureh of prosperity. The business.
Streets hue boon paved, granolithic side,
walks hayo bei ? oxotlidúd to every part
of the city, nin' many other convenience.·!
??a?? been provided. Including the safo,
«wird "f a well equipped flro denari'
ment
The year, from the standpoint of build-

¡ng. juts been a most successful uno.
Ni w and commodious structures of brick
and stone, now line the principa) siicels
Including new stoiw und olflco buildings'
liotelji and :l handsome new union passone
g:er station. These improvements cost
several, hundred thousands .f dollar,..
41» architects say t),,,,, Judging from
ho plans already applied for, mid t.v
the numerous Influirle», tho year irwi bids
fair to be a fino building year ·,?.

Will,!,, live years pr,,'t0, |laY ,,;,,.,,,.,,
,

'""'" ?»,«*!, lu nor Inducirlos thorn
have been added a number of substantial
concern». Among tlw most important ß.
iorpriscs to have, bsen complied . ?
are tho following:

"*

ordv.ay Manufacturing (·?,..,,..
Plani, at 9 posj of »iOO.OOO; Kxtract ,.,'''
>« «_ »UdiUim le Dal, tannery, Cannery'

liy »Uuler.'ion .unti Cowun; »Tnmcs Strong
tiittnhiM' Company's plant, with a capacity
of .100,(100 foot tlftlly; J, A. Wllkciison'H
extensive Iumlinr yards nntl woodworking
pliait; Adams Bros. Corn tinny, wholesale
building lnitterini tienici·;!; Sparger Mill
Company, Important additions to pittili;
Suhls' distillery; Bristol Herald, n tlnlly
newspaper; lîodgcrs it ml Company's punt»
nntl overall« factory, oto. Among tho
companies just organized In the Ory'sliil
Ico Company, which will cstttbllsh It inotl-
orn Ico pVml.
Tho Ordwny plant, which will ho put

hi completo operation early In January,
will miitutfactuiO twisted find tloooratlvci
hardwoods, nnd tho Ordwny racking
chair, nil in accordance with exclusive
patterns or designs. This promises to bi>
one of tho most wonderful enterprises
eVor established In tho South, nntl Its
puoHsIblllncB scent fiVnost' unlimited.
Thero Is every i'mllcatlon thnt Bristol

has another prosperous year just nhoud.

STAUNTON.
A Year of Prosperity, With New
Enterprises^ and Enlargement.

(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.)
STAUNTON. VA., Dec. 31..Stàunton's

prosperity during tho past year Is an es¬

tablished fact, nnd till of her enternrlsos
havo mado rapid strides towards success,

In several instances tho larger Industries
havo doubled their capacity to moot tho
demand.
Tho Putnam organ factory, ono of the

largest manufacturing plants hero, has
Increased Its forco nearly double during
the lust year, nnd still tho demand upon
this company for Its musical Instruments
Is so great that they aro far behind in

qi dora.
Tho 'Virginia-Carolina Chemical Com¬

pany's new branch, which began active
operation hero a year ago, luis gradually
Increased Its capacity and when the
siring season opens will very near double
its .forco at tho works. They aro working
about ]i¡0 hands at prcsont.
Tho Whllo Star Mills, with Its capacity

nf Ilvo hundred barrels per d.ty, Is run.

nlng both night nnd day nnd distributing,
us fust us the cars can bo secured, Ita
Hour In all part»; of the country.
The Staunton Overall Company, which

has some of tho richest capital In thla
section behind it, is working Increased
forces and will havo to build an addi¬
tion to their factory In tho near futuro
In order to meet the demand for their·
goods. Mr. Fulton, of tho firm, has Just
returned from the West, whero ho mado
very largo sales.
The banks have made a splendid show¬

ing within tho last year.
Tho Stnunton National Bank with a

capital of one hundred thousand dollars
has recently boon established.
The Augusta National has recently

mr.do a number of Improvements in their
bank. This 'building, which Is a largo
threo-story brick, was somo eighteen
months ago purchased for $1S,000.
Tho now Ntttlonnl Valley Bank building

V...1 bo ready for occupancy within a lew
weeks. This Is a handsome building and
l.as been under construction about eight
months.
Tho Fanners and Merchants Bank has

recently elocted Mr. C. It. Caldwell pres¬
ident nnd Is prospering.

CHARLES CITY.

Manufacturing Interests Very
Active and Progress Marked.

(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.).
CHASE CITY, VA.. Dec. 31..Along

general lines this lias been a fairly pros,

porous year. Business has been uni¬

formly good.
The Kershaw Company, Incorporated,

has increased its eapitul, enlarged its
plant nnd the orders for bobbins, spools
and everything made of wood for cotton
machinery, sold In advance as rapidly as

turned out. This Is an Important enter¬
prise and under experienced and skilled
management.
The Chase City Manufacturing Com¬

pany, Incorporated, has sohl this year
over 4,700 wagons and other vehicles,
added largely In buildings and machinery
and employs over ono Hundred men. Its
wagons arc shipped to nearly every
&tute.
The 'Virginia Furniture Company, in¬

corporated, with $20,000 capital, has erect,
cd commodious buildings, equipped with
modern machinery, an artesian well, and
a supply of seasoned timbar; will com«

melico operations In January, 1001. ¡en¬
gagements havo been nitido to sell tho en-

tiro output.
? brick building for the town hall, post¬

onico and other rooms, rocoiuly completed
and furnished nt a cost of about $7,000,
would ho a credit to a large city.
? military company lias been organ¬

ized and mustered in the service and has
been supplied by tho government with
modern brecch-loadlng rules and all of
the· accoutrements for a company. The
town provides a brick building for stor¬
age and preservation of Its equipments.
? disusirous Uro occurred In October,

but the insurance was ample nnd tlio va¬
cant lots aro now having erected on them
more substantial and creditable build¬
ing.·. The burned district will bo moro

ulti»*the than formerly, Tho sales of
hm" tobacco havo increased over previous
yours, ,

Thu T, 10. Hoborts Company, Incorpo¬
rai ed, ships tobáceo to Europa and somo

to Asia.
Telephone- connect with all Important

points and lines will be extended.
Maoiiduml-lng tho streets will bo dono

iii-xt year and electric lights aro In con¬

ti mplutlon with an electric plant already
litre.

Ice Is mado hero and supplies tho town

¡ und shipments aro mado to other places,
Tim two banks tiro hi a nourishing oon-

union with money fur all tho demands of
I trade, '

Thoro aro no vacant houses and btilld-
: Ir.gs me continually going up regardless
of tho woothci',
The poutoffIeo shows Increased receipts

nini business,

! MARTÍÑSVILLE.
Year Marked by Establishment

j Mammoth Tobacco Concern,
(Special in Thn Times-Dispatch.)

MAIITIXSVILLI-, VA., Doc, ¡li.-TlKi
Industrial year In Murilnsvlllo bus been
chiefly potable for tho birth of two mam.
moth tobácea manufacturing enterprises.
Urn Ituckor und Wilton Tobacco Com¬
panys enlargement and th,j formation
of thn -poncer Brothers Company,
Tlio llucla-r and Wilton Company hu«

beeil, Indued for two years past ono of
(ha bissest independent plug tiianuíuctur,
|n_ ?..in.-ins In the South, with an umiliai
mu put frinii this placo of nomo four mil¬
lion pounds. Their plant ut Mt. Airy, N.
('.. also turned out several million
pounds. Tho present enterprise of this
company Is thu erection of new factory
buildings hero adequate for tho making
and storage nf this product, covering
-omo Unie acres of ground, which will
be pushed forward to completion early
in tin. new year· It means the removal
of the Ml. Airy bU-lu^äl io this flacâ

unit tho consolidated plants will turn
mit. some eight or ten mOllon pounds.
Tho charter for tho Spencor Brothers

Company has just been obtained, nnd It
Will bo a consolidation nt this point, of
tho business of J. D. Spencer, of Dnh-
vlllo; Dj lì. Spencer, nnd Sons, of Spencer,
nnd Spencer Brothers, of Martliisvillc,
They have mude no finnotincciucnt¡of the
details of their plans, but It Is tindorslond
that this Company will have ri» annulli
oui put of rivo or six millions of pounds.
Tho loaf market In »InriliiMvllio hi keep.

Ing paco with Its manufacturing Intor-
csts, nnd I's going rapidly to the front fis
ono of the big leaf maritata of tho South,
It Is expected thnt nt least twenty mll-
??? pounds will bo sold on tho wttrc-
liouts floors hero tho coming year.
Work is progressing rapidly on the

new Federal building.
¦'Tio dispensary Is nn institution only a

year and a half old, which has worked
wonders for tho material prosperity, as
well ns moral benefit, of Wnrtlnsvlllo.

It has enabled tho municipal govern¬
ment to go forward with many Importali»
works of Improvement, Iho most rocont
being nn excellent macadam pavemen·
nn tho principal streets. "With ulnctrk''
lights (which aro expected this year)
added to splendili water and sower sys
toms nnd her oxcellsiit macntlnm pave¬
ment nnd broad brick sidewalks. Mar¬
tliisvillc will bo up to the standard of
modern, progressive towns.

ROANOKE.

The Most Prosperous Year in
the History of the Magic City.

(Special to Tho Tithes-Dispatch, ?

ROA.NOKE. S'A., December 31..The
past year lias been tho most prosperous
in tho history of tho Magic City. All tho
enterprises, with the exception of ono·
the cotton mill, have Increased the ca¬
pacity of their plants and capital stock.
The high prlco of cotton shut down thP
cotton mill.
Tho Virginia Bridge and Iron Company,

ono of the largest enterprises In the city,
expended about 550,000 In improvements
of the plant, and Increased the capital
stock $100.000. The comuany builds bridge·
till over tho country, has erected several
In foreign lands, and Is now the only
bridge company in this country bidding
on a bridge for tho Chinese Government.
The Stono Printing and Manufacturing

Company, owners of ono of the largest
printing plants in tho South, added to
their building and put In 530,000 of new

machinery.
The Evening World added UÜ.000 of

improvements in now machinery; the
Norfolk und Western has spent over

5100,000 improving yard facilities, and the
Street Railway aud Electric Company,
which passed into now hands this year,
has spent about 5100,000 on equipment,
power-house, park and casino. The Vir¬
ginia Brewing Company has made a

$'-...000 addition to Its plant..
Three now enterprises have been added

during thp year.a largo candy factory,
silk mill and: hosiery mill.all of which
havo done well:
Over $300,000 havo been spent on new

buildings. A new bulldlne has been erect¬
ed for the Railroad Young Men's Chris¬
tian Association ¡-.'..'a cost Of $lu,000. Trin¬
ity Methodists have erected a new church
building,at aö8opli:ä>f ¿30.000. Fivo large
storehouses havo been erected on the
principal business streets. The Elks'
Homo has been completed, at a cost of
$30.000. and over two hundred new dwell-

Leaders In

Furniture

Afc tho closo oí what xvo hopo
h a« boon a gratifying year for
us, we bog to extend our thanks
to oui· legion of customers for
thoir very liberal patronage, as¬

suring them of our gratitude,
and earnest intentions to give
in the future, as in the past, our
best efforts to secure for thorn
tho very best values in fiirni-
turo at tho least possible cost

Ito them,
Permit us to extend the

"Compliments of the Season'

Ä Very Merry Christmas
And Happy New Year,

ia_

«»¦«¦«¦¦«¦¦-¦»».l«--^»--"--^'

Ing houses have booh bulli, costing from
»COO to »10,000.
Tho marchant-·report tho bosl business

for year-,
Tho peoplo of Boaiioko nro preparing

to do oven hotter next your, and will or-

gnnlzo on tho 1st u now Board of Trade,
with largo mcmborshlp,
Should tho conditions Improve' In tho

money centers, Routioko Is promised n

new donot, to cost about SIOO.OOO, next
year, und hopes for an addition to the
present government building or a new

ono.

RADFORD.

Has New and Flourishing Man-
J ufactories.Prosperous Year.

(Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspaltih.)
RADFORD, VA,, Dec ill..Undtord Is

forging all-ad slowly; bul surely. Tho
year of 1003 has been a good ono for tho
.own, and the prospects for 11)01 are

bright and promising. All ?? hot· plants
are In activo operation except tho Iron
furnace; which closed down for repairs
?. few weeks ago, and a numbor ot new

industries will shortly ho opened.
Tho most i'mpor tant of these Is. tho

Rndford-Portsmouth Vonocrlng Company,
which will open/ shortly attor January
'.st for tho manufacturo oí vencer and
thin cut lumber. Capital of Radford
'branch, $30,000; number of employes,
about forty. They have In their yards
severa'i hundred thousand feet of pop¬
lar lumber.
Anothor new enterprise Is tho Now

River Sandstone Brick Company, com-
oosod of capitalists from tho Flat Top
coal fields. The capacity of tho plant will
bo 20,000 bricks daily, manufactured from
lime and sand by steam process. Their
olant Is being erected on ilio farm of
Judgo George E». Cassoll.

Still another now factory i's tho Mor-
gan-Prntt Manufacturing Company, an

Ohio concorn, for thn manufacturo of
butchers' skowars, hammer and sledgo
hand'«3s. This firm has orders flvo, years
ahead, and will do a thriving business.
Among tho old firms are the Glamorgan

Pipe and Foundry Company, tho Thoresu
Iron Furnace, thd Radford Water Power
Company, the Radford Industrial Works,
Radford Woolen Mills, ant» Radford Ico
r'ompany, all of which doso a prosperous
year.
The general prosperity of tho town Is

evidenced by the substantial brick busi¬
ness blocks eroded during the year, thu
fact that thero are no empty housos In
town, nnd other unmistakable signs of
prospoi;lty. Both wards havo a first-
class, iip-to-dato hotel, with a large com.
mereiai patronage. St. Albana mnlntnins
its old high standard, and there is a

wakening up In tho public schools and
churches. Tho Southwest Virginia Agri¬
cultural and Livo Stock Association's
exhibits havo added to the prestige of
the town, and, on tho whole, tho pros¬
pects for 100-1 are most encouraging.

BEDFORD CITY.

Good Year's Business and Large
Enterprises for the Future.
fSpocIal to Tho Tlmos-Dlspatch.)

BEDFORD CITY, VA.. Dec. 31..Tho
volume of business, for 1003 Is tho largest
In the history-" of " Bedford.-' "The ??ß?--
office receipts will amout to over $11,-
000.larger than thoso of somo Virginia
cities of 10,000 population, and two and
three times as largo as those for towns
of similar size. Acordingly a bill for a

$50,000 public building has been offered
in Congress.
Tho totals at tho local banks exceed

previous years by many thousand dol-
krs, especially noteworthy being the
Inórense of deposits by farmers of tho
county.
Tho output of the smoking and cigar

factories Is tho largest on record, ns Is
the amount of leaf sold at the three local
wn rehouses.
In new enterprises tho location here of

the flberizing plant of tho American
Asbestos Company gives promlso of large
development. High grado amphibole as¬

bestos Is mined ten miles from Bedford
_.ty and Is being hauled hero for manu¬
facture at tho plant now in course of
construction. An electric lino or tram-
rcud is inevitable.
In tho summer the now canning fac¬

tory of H. M. Johnston distributed many
thousand dollars to farmers and em¬

ployes.
Six rural free delivery routen emanat¬

ing from tho Bedford postolflco havo
been established during the year.
The· Frozer Paint Company will add

$30,000 additional capital with tho New
Year.
Tho Bedford Grocery Company, for

wholesale exclusively, is announced for
January 1st.
But tlio development of grontest pub-

llt Interest Is the establishment hero of
tho National Homo of tho groat and
powerful Order of Elks, tho dedication
of whoso building In May brought many
distinguished orators and many hundred
visitors.
A now era has dawned for Bedford In

tho development of 'jts resources of tim¬
ber, minerals and the small things whoso
a.-igreguto makes tho wcoltli of a people.

SOUTH BOSTON.

Largely Increased Business and
Tobacco Sales Doubled.
(Special to Tho TImos-Dlspaiob.)

SOUTH BOSTON, VA., Doc, ai,.The
volumo of business for tho last twolvo
months has outstripped all previous years
11 the history of tho town. Tho flvo .unks
Viavo made money, and will havo thu
usual dividends for stockholders.
Thero havo boen rapid strides In build¬

ings for business purposes, und many ele¬
gant residences havo been erected. Thn
Virginia Vehicle Company erected during
tho yonr an immenso factory for tlio man¬
ufacturo of carriages and bugglns. Tho
wagon factories, planing mills und brick¬
yards havu boon kept busy all tho time,
mado money, Thoro havo been two
failures, however, of somo magnitude.
This is a tobacco town, and nearly ull

business Is based on tho sales of tho
wood, purlug tho your 1003, nearly twice
as ninny pounds woro sold than Jn uny
previous year. Fifteen Million pounds at
an average of over nino cents. All tobacco
warehousemen aro looking favorably m
l.iOl, from present Indications It is general¬
ly believed that ovor 20,000,000 pounds will
bo sold. New territory is being canvassed
with bright prospects.
Thero are six largo brick sales housís,

qn Increase of one during tho year. Tho
pros/iects for traffic in every depart¬
ment was never brighter than It I» Just
now.

ALEXANDRIA.
Remarkable March of Progress

During 1903.
(Snpchil to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

ALEXANDRIA, VA., December 31_
Within the past ytar the city of Alexan¬
dria, has witnessed mors improvemen.g
than In any ton years of Its history. Tlie
old business enterprises are In a flour¬
ishing condition, and many new ones

have been formed, chief *mong these be«

Ing Ilio Alexandria Nntlounl Bank, tho
capital or which is ílOO.UW.
One ot tho lineal properties In tho city

has been inii'chnf-otl for Ihn nomo of the
now Institution, and tho directors uro ex¬

pending iao.oou in improvements upon It,
Four or live hundred acres of hind lust

oiitsldo nf the city havo been recently pur¬
chased by tho soventi railroad companies,
and It Is their intention In the near fu¬
ture lo erect a union depot und greatly
enlarge their yards.
Tho United Hlulos Government has ex¬

pended $00,000 In enlarging tho government
building höre, and when completed It will
bo ono of tho lineal, for the slzo ot the
city, in tho United States.
King Street, tho business center of tho

city, has boon repavod with vlliiiled
brick at an expenso of about $70,000.
Tho Robert Portner Browing Company

has purchusod tho old cotton factory and
has expended ???,??? In making it the
largest buttling establishment In tho
country.
Tho depth of.water In tho channel ot

the Potomac from this clly to tho Chesa¬
peake Bay has Increased from eltchteun
to twenty-six foot.jSo I hat now the largest
ocean vessels can como to this port.
When tho now iron bridge that the

Pennsylvania Railroad Company is con¬

structing across the Potomuc, nnd the
highway bridge which tho government Is
going to construct, tiro complete, It Is
the Intention of tho electric railway to
double track Us road to .tho bridge nnd
run trains between this city and Wash¬
ington ovory leu minutes.

KEYSVILLE.

Largest Town in Charlotte Does
Credit to the Country.
(Special to The Tlmen-Dlupatch.)

KEYSVlBhE, VA.. Pec. 8i.-Keyovillo
is the 'largest town In charlotte county,
with a population of about one thousand.
Is midway between Richmond and Dan¬
ville, on tho Southern Railroad. J'no
town Is built up with substantial brich
stores, many of which will comparo fa¬
vorably with those of some of our larger
cities. Thero are two large tobacco ware¬
houses, and a fine market for leaf ??-

bacco. A planing nnd finishing mill doe.-i
a. large business, and during the past six
months the Keysvlllc Plow Works bava
bullt a largo foundry und already tho de¬
mand for their manufactured good-« is
greater than tho supply. Koysv.lle has
two high grado educational institutions.
the "Virginia Home School." for tho
whites, and "Tho Kcywlllo Mission and
Industrial School." tpr the colored people.
The town offers great inducements to
uny one wishing to engage Ir. the manu¬
facturing business, and suff'cent land W II
be donated -for all necessary purposes.
There are five churches.Episcopal, Meth¬
odist, Baptist and two colored churches.
The merchants do a nirge supply busi¬
ness, and the farmers are, generally free
of debt, and with few oxcep.Ions their
farms are self-supporting.
A well and spring of very valuable trin¬

erai water has been recently discovered
for the cure of dyspepjia. kldttoy and
stomach troubles, and are known as "The
Koysvlllo Tonic Spring:!," under whlcn
name they will bo developed, and a large
hotel will soon be opened for guests.

PULASKI.

Coal for Local Consumption to
be Mined Inside the Town.
(Spechi to The Tim'es-DIspatch.)

PÖDABKI; VA.. Dec. 31..Business in
Pulaskl during, the past year «lias been
exceptionally good. Several new building«
have b.een erected and a large amour.«, of
real ostato has been sold at good prices.
Several' coal mines have been opened, and
In-tho near futuro the supply of coal ne¬
cessary for homo consumption will bo
mined within tho corporate limits of tho
town.
The business outlook for mext year Is

very bright.

BLACKSTONE.
Great Strides Have Been Made.

Many New Buildings.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

BLACKSTONE, VA., Dec. 31..Black-
stone ha senjoyed great success during
the past year, und is Justified In expecting
even greater strides during thej, nexi
twelve montila.
The bank roports show a large increase

of business. The merctiunts report a pros¬
perous year, and manufactories have been

kept busy and largely thuvèasnd their

outputs. Much building has boon done
both of business houses und private res¬

idences. A fine brick business block has
taken the placo of a wooden row destroy¬
ed by fire In February. The handsomest)
residences In tho town have Ifoen con¬
structed during the present ycat. ? new

Presbyterian Church has been completed,

nnd ?. new Methodist. Church begun, Th*
large schools hern show an hidr-iiaert en¬
rollment ????-????? year, and tho popuia«
tlon has grown Vary considerably. A
wliolosalo houso has been established ami
tho gonernl voliirno of trarlo lur.tely In«
ureaaod.
Thin year's growth In nil linos has ex¬

ceeded that of any previous your.
For thu new your greater stride« will

ho made than oven UiIb yenr has shown.
Already plans are being mado for natiti-·
somo buildings, and enterprises aro being'
considered, With every hopo of a success¬
ful outcome, which will m».ko tho your
one uf unusual importance.

CULPEPER.

Many Municipal as Well as,Pri¬
vate Improvements.

(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.)
CUI-PEPER, VA', Decombor ai..--Ctil-

peper for the past, twclvo months has
mado tttibstuntltil progress. During that
timo liiere havo been uddod Kb splendid
new postonico, the new addition lo tho
»Methodist Church, Mr. C. .T.. Rlxoy's
line new business building, Mr. William
Robertson's handsome and modern res·*'
idonee, Mr. E. D. Yuncey's carrlago fac¬
tory, und gonernl business houses and
other Inrgo public, buildings, and a score
of lino now residences, of which the
abovo aro but a fow samples. Then its
long lino of Juft completed puhllc sow«
ors, helping most materially to make Cul-
pepor, us sho Is shown to bo by the go««
eminent statistics at Washington, D. C,
the second healthiest place In the United
States.

Its new and costly system of electric
lights, bulli, by tho Construction Com¬
pany of Richmond. Va. The system In¬
cludes the largo arc. Incandescent and
commorclul nnd resldenco lights. Then
there Is the now and modern municipal
building, with Mayor's office. Council
chamber und ilro department. This
bullding was finished this week.
One of tho chief contemplated Improve¬

ments for the coming year Is the erection
of a largo Ice plant In connection with
tho present electric light plant by the
owners of tho latter. Also thero is In
prospect In the near future the building
of a silk mill, and other industries uro

now In process of development.

ONANCOCK.
Land and Water Give Forth a

Fine Increase in Accomac.
(Special to Tho Tlmes-Disoatch.)

ONANCOCK. VA., Dec. 31..Tho year
about clislng has been a prosperous one.

The yield of tho crops was an avçragn.
anil high prices, as a rule, prevailed.
Water products, fish, oysters and gam»,
also sold well. The gross receipts of the'
county from land and water was some¬

thing over three, million dollars.
The Produce Exchange did a business

of one million four hundred and fifty
thousand dollars.
Farms are being divided and improve¬

ments can be seen on every side. During
the year at least four hundred houses
have been built, nt ;an average cost of
51,000. Land Is advancing in price, and
the furnier can bo said to bo at home.
There are seventy-four., postofficea.. Jn·.'.·

tho county, twcnty-flvo of which issue
money orders. Tho public _chools have
one hundred and forty-five teachers cm-

ployed.
The last ttinkjatatement showed about

seven hundred thousand dollars subject
to check.
? trolley lino from Onnncock to Ac¬

comac, and probably to Wachapreague,
via Onley, Is looked for tho coming year.
The business for It Is here, and its

construction cannot be longer delayed.
Indications point to another favorable

year. More extensive preparations than
ever are being mudo by the farmers.

WARRENTON.
A Horse Market for Fine Step¬

pers at High Prices.
(Special to Tho TImos-DIspatch.).

WARRENTON. VA., Dec. 31..Warren-
ton, though chiefly noted for Its social
advantages, has of recent years been
making wonderful nnd progressive strides
In the development of its business ínter¬
es ts.-
Tho old year of 1303 has been notably

a prosperous ono.
The Installation ot electricity by thè

(Continued on Ninth Page./

Nature's Gift from the Sunny South

Shortens your,foodrLengthens your life

An Ounce oí
Prevention
Is Worth A Pound
Of Cure

Human na¬
turo is hard
to solve. Peo¬
ple who aro most
particular about
adapting the weight
of their wearing ap¬
parel to the season and Its condi-

_ lions, who would never think of going
out in a storm without an umbrella and rubbers, who
would not sit in a draft for a farm, will calmly sit at
the tablo and stuff themselves with lard-soaked food and not realize
for an instant that it is likely to give them a full-fledged case of indi¬
gestion and clog their whole inner maohinery,

Lard is produced from hog fate, sometimes impure, always indigest¬
ible, and there's a good day coming when no one will think of using it
for cooking. Cottotene is the only rational frying and shortening medium in
the world. It is made from refined vegetatile oil and choice beef suet.
everything about it Is digestible and conducive to health, It is a product
of Nature.a Gift from the Sunny South, It will make pure, palatable,
healthful food, and food which anyone can eat and enjoy without the
after pangs of a disordered stomach,

Every good grocer sells Cottolene. It comes only in eealad white
pails with a red label and band. In the center of the label is our
trade mark.a steer's head in cotton plant wreath.

Try Cottolene once and you'll nevermore be a friend to lard.
USE Vi LESS. Cottolene being richer than either lard or cooking

butter, one-third less is required.
TTQl? f? Send us a So stamp to pay postage and we'll mall you a copy of our book.
i. xvi-fjw Hornet Helps." edited by Mrs, Borer, which contains 800 cholea recipes
Irom the country's noted cooks.
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